Friends of Brandy Bo
Colliery, Pucklechu

Newsletter N 21, November2018

(Photos1-36 will be found on pag®& onwards)

Thee have been10work partiessince the last newsletter, bringing the total to date in 20187
Rebuilding wrk has continued onthe walls of the Vertical Engine Housthere has leen
considerable progresmade onconservinghe brickwork around the stairgist outsidethat engine
house and spoil and bricks have been removed from #nea under the floorof the Horizontal
Engine House.

Brandy Bottomwasopen on the Heritage Open Days weekend df-16" September when there
were a total of 134 visitorsOne visitor gave us sonwd photographs of miners, and weavealso
received copies afome 197 photos of the site through the Bristol Industrial Archaeological Society
(BIAS).

Progress: August z November 2018
Work continuedon rebuilding the tops of the walls
of the winding drum pit in the Vertical Engin
House. This has been spread out throughout th
quarter, with a break for a site tidyp before the
Heritage Open Days weekend.he main aims are
to seal the walls against wat penetration and any
resulting frost damageand to repair damaged or
missing walls where it is obvious what is missi
using matching salvaged materiallThe photo on
the right shows the progress made at the nort
eastern end of thebuilding bymid-November. A
large slab of stone, sedying against the far walh photo4, has been reurned toits position inthe
gap on the north side othe engine bed. Photos1 to 4 were taken at various times durlng the
quarter. The bricks that were missing from the edd = 7
of the platform in the western corner of the windin
drum pit have been replaceghhoto5).

There has also been progressconserving thearea
around the steps outside the entrance to th ;
Vertical Engine HouseAs can be seen from pho&)
the mortar had weathered away, and the stonelsl3
at the top of the stairs was unsupported s left
hand end. The photo on the right shows th¢
progress made bynid-November. At the end of
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that work party the stone slabsgen here in temporary positions at the top of the photo, wese

laid on top of theflat platform. An attempt wasalsomade to find the eastern end of the flue brick

as this might give us clues about the position of the boile¥de did not find the ed, just a
tantalising sight of some more bricishoto 9). We also foundvhat is thought to be anetal pipe
support, seen in photdl0, in this area.Work had to be stopped as the excavations got in the way of
the movement of people and wheel barrows ggito and from the Vertical Engine House.

The late Rbin Stiles, a BIAS meralh was a keen photographer. His family gave his collection of
industrial photos to BIASand we havebeen given scanned copies of the ones relating to Brandy
Bottom. There are also some black and white photos by A D Wadley in the colleéfiemould like

to thank Maggie Shapland and Mike TaydérBIAS
for sharing the photos with usExamples of both{. e =
setscan be seen in photogl to 15, and all are g L
dated around 1977 We have pored over the
original ofthe photo on the right(© R Stiles, 1977)
which shows the nortkeast wall of the Horizontal
Engine House. Thenawasto find out more about
the detail of the window surroundsof the
Horizontal Engine Hous& heconsensus is thathe
stones extended to the inner edge of the bricks
the window surrounds That was not done at the recent rebuild, so is another item on the list of
Wi KA y 3 aTheliview ¢ th&@New Pit heapstead in phdt® was taken long before the fences
were put in place and the cycle path tarredit the Heritage Open Dayweekendwe were told
about motor cycles being ridden up the path to the top of the heapstéathat is noticeable is the
amount of vegetation coverinthe walls of the Cornish Engine Holsghotos 12, 14 and 18/Nhile

these photos have extended our knowledge about the site further back in time, we have still to find
photos which show th@it when the headgear was in place.

The last two work partiedbefore the Heritage Open Day
weekend were spent tidying up the sitepowing/strimming
grassy area<learingvegetationand trip hazard$ut especially
from the paths and cutting back theshrubs growing along the
boundary fences There vere 51 visitors on Saturday5s"
Sepemberand 83 on the Sundayphotos 1720), comparal to
the gandtotal of 78in 2017 2 S g2dz R f A S

to those who gave us a donation, as we collectaer £80.
We wouldalsolike to saya particularthank you to onevisitor -
Keith Gardner. He gave usframed watercolous he had
painted of Parkfield and Brandy Bottofphoto right 5 cm x 5
cm scal§, plus9 photos of miners undergroungsome of which
can be seen aphotos 2125). He did not know where the
had been taken, buhe assumed it was Parkfield as his fathe
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and grandfathethad worked there { 2 YS 2F GKSY KI @S | NBIFR& | LILISI N
book' Killed in a Coalpitor her articlé in a South Gloucestershire Mines Group newslettéfer
researchconfirmsthat they were taken at Parkfieldand also puts a hame to one of the mine&he
suggests that they were taken in 1938/ which time coal mining had ceased in the area around the
Brandy Bottom shafts As Brandy Bottom was connected underground with Parkfield and worked
the same seams, they illustratee working conditionsat Brandy Bottom.Photo 22 shows how they
mined the coal in the 2 ft and 2 ft 6 in seathst were found at both pits At preeent we do not
know who the photographer waso cannot acknowledge their work. It is something that we are
still investigating We still have to decide where the safest place is for both the paintings and the
photos ¢ leaving thempermanentlyout at Brandy Bttom is not an optionas they would soon
deteriorate. While the paintings can make a trip to Brandy Bottom for special occasions, we would
like to find a home for the photos with a county archive so that they are preserved for future
historians.

One of tie new items on displagver the weekend s
in the temporary visitor centreso new that it had e
not been fully finishedwas Hamish Orr-9 g A Yy
1:50 scale model of th&lew Pit(photo right). It
represents what the New Pihight have looked like
in its heyday complete with headgear, loadingge
AONBSya FyR f 2 tRStep ol

by some ofthe younger visitors.¢ KS (i K N
Ly Rdza G NRF £ | vhNR iere oo Guced”
for the Lyde Greent®w earlier in the yearhave been fixed to the inside walls of the Horizontal

Engine Houswhere they can baeen by visitors during work partie§Ve may also have a model of

GKS / 2NYyAaK 9y3IAYyS |1 2dzasS (2 RMuisloretd KRd ¥ SEfNDaSKSI
thought that modeling the engine housewould be a suitable project forone of his university

students

One of our bannersacknowledging the financial and material assistagogen to the project by
Historic England, Ibst&cand the Ibstock Enovert Trust, has bgmrmanentlyfixed to the wall of
the Old Pit heapstead (pho®6). It can now be seen by passdrgat all times

It wasraining on the first work partyin October,something that is not a good idea if you plan to

continue the rebuild of the masonry of theEast Flue or the Vertical Engine House. Instead work

started on clearing the rubble frorthe area under the concrete flooof the Horizontal Engine

| 2dza S o LG ¢la 2yS 2F GKz2and ®RFE&Dal aKRithdaghR o &Y |
the diggers in the under croft found it wasarmwork. The soutiwest end was clead down to a

brick floor (photoon top of next pagg and a start was made on clearing the/grtasesoaked

debris from the central aislelt is thought that the oil/grease came from a combination of thie

used forlubricating the machinery and thgrea® used orthe winding ropes.Some more viewof

!Killed in a Coalpitindegaard D P, South Gloucestershire Mines Research Group, 2016
Wdza it 6KSy @2dz GKAY ] ( KiBdedaard\DaRn:Sauth IGloytastershReNinesiResedrcR Brou) HewslettdBN
Winter 2016/2017
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the areacan be seen in photo23 to 30. Thebricksare belngrecovered and stockpitefor future
use. Theg included a number of bulhosed bricks : : ‘ j
and also two tapered firebricks One is marked
WwdzF F2 NR { (i 2 @&2)DwNile fha Stiaer
2y S KI a [I33).4Weavé fodkeainBmber
2T UNRRIZF TeNRA O1 a St aSgKS)
GKS FANRG ONRO] VYINY]S
YIN]JSR 6A0GK W. 20S8SeQ KI
so it is possible that the latest brick carries
variation of their mark. Further progresswith
clearing the uder croftwill dependon the arrival of o
rainy daysas there is still plenty of work to be done——
elsewhere Nobody is looking forward to removirgnd cleaninghe large numbers of bricks that
have been dumped in thre.

Visitor Access and Future Work Parti es

At presentvisitor access to the site is limited to days when there is a work party in progtess.
usually possible to give small groups a guided tour during the work p&rties | -uptoin tENdAYD
basisthough thiscannot be guaranteeds it depends on there beimgufficient volunteers present
Special arrangements can be made for parties of 10 or meapleby making contact through our

email address ohfo@aibt.org

The datef work parties for the rest a2018are: Saturday0l, Wednesdayl2 December

The dates for 2019 are: Saturday 05, Wednesday 16, Sat@&ldgnuary, Saturd€d2, Wednesday
13, Saturday3 February, Saturdd)9, Wednesday 20, Saturda@ March, Saturda@6, Wednesday
17, Saturday27 April, Saturdap4, Wednesday 15, Saturd2p May, Saturda@8, Wednesday 19,
Saturday29 June, Saturda@6, Wednesday 17, Saturd&@7 July, Saturda®3, Wednesday 14,
Saturday24 August, Saturda®7, Heritage Open Days, Saurday 28 September, Saturda5,
Wednesday 16, Saturd@6 October, Saturda®2, Wednesday 13, Saturdd@ November, Saturday
07, Wednesday 18 December.

* As the Heritage Open Days for 2019 are spread ovEd-@ay periodin Septemberwe have
decidedto open onSaturdayl4 and Sunday 13hough thg choice is still provisional

Please note that work partiegnd their starting and finishing timesiay be altered at short notice

The nominal opening times are between.30am and3 pm, but these timings are notard and fast

SO we may start later arildr finish earlier. Because of this,@wcomerswho would like to join a

work party NB | RGAASR (2 FANRG YI 1S O2yhio@ahiorgdAl (K
Youngsters mudie accompanied at all times by a responsible adult.

There is a location map on a dedicated page of the webgitev.aibt.org together with directions
on howto reachthe site. This pagecan be found bysinga link onthe mainBrandy Bottom project

page.
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Photographs

|

|
|

Photo2 ¢ Rebuilding the walls of the winding drum pit

Photo3 ¢ X Duringthe rebuild, the edge of theebuilt
beam slot in the soutieastern wallwas alignedwith
that of the existing slot in the northvestern wall.

Photo4 ¢ Rebuilding the W| between the winding

drum pit (on the left) and thengine bed in the Vertical
Engine House.

Photo5 ¢ Missing bricks have been replaced on the
platform in the western corner of the Vertical Engine
House.

Photo6 ¢ Thebrickwork at theend of the East Flue and
the steps outside the entrance to th¥ertical Engine
House in May 2018.
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T
Photo7 ¢ Rebuilding in progress of the brickwork under
the steps outside the entrance to the Vertical Engine
House.

Photo8 ¢ Another view of the same area, taken in early
November.

Photo9 ¢ View of the excavated area at the end of the
East Flue. The left hand arrow marks the end of the
brickworkattached tothe flue, while the right hand one
shows the start of the newly discovered brickwork.
There are signs that the bricks were originadligl lacross
the gap. The flat surface in the foreground is the base of
the flue. (30 cm scales)

Photo10¢ Iron pipe support, found at the soutbastern
end of the East Flue.h80SY i NI f NRBR A&
Ot YL 2y G(KS S¥i GRdeerR
pipe when fully closed(30 cm scales)
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Photo11¢ The Brandy Bottom chimney can be seen in
the centre of the photo, with those of the Shortwood
brickworks are on the left. ¢ R Stiles, 1977)

Photo12 ¢ The Cornish Engine House from the top of
the New Pit heapstead(© R Stiles, 1977)
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