Friendg,of Brandy Bottom Colliery

Newsletter N° 25, November2019

(Photos1-32 are onpage4 onwards The photoabove, showingtte chimney,Old Pitheapsteadand the Cornish Engine Hoyseas takerfrom the top of
the Horizontal Engine HouseNovember2019)

Thee have beenllwork partiessince the last newslettebringing the total to date for 2019 to 37. The numbers
includeboth HeritageOpen Days.The weather has changed, from the warm aftén sunny days of summer to
the cold wet days of autumnThe last two work parties were wet, bringing an end to a long run of dry work parties.

Brandy Bottom was open for two days as part of the Heritagen@seys, when we had a total of 182 visitors. The
emphasis before the opening was on getting the site ready, and afterwards it was back to work on the condenser
pit of the Cornish Engine Houaad the under croft of the Horizontal Engine House

By chancea search through the photo archive uncovered some photos Hiladtnot been published beforeand
these are included in the lasection They include couple of the old photogaken atParkfield a 1977 photo of
the Old Pit, and a 2005 one of the Vertical Engine House.

Progress: August - November 2019
The emphasis during work parties in August and eg -
September was on preparations for the Heritage Op
Days(HODB) in mid-September. Handrails were fitted tq
the steps outside the souttvest wall of the Cornish Enging
House (photaight) and \egetationwas cut back along the
pathsthe visitors would use. The start of the work part
on 07 September was delayed by the discovery of=

K2NySiQa ysSai xpyioao;g)éghe&on@s/
was none too pleasedl the prospect osharing space with 1’{ [

humansso hadunfortunatelyto go. They had built the nest :
in the two weeks since thgreviouswork party. While the [
pest control was in progress people looked around ff*
FfOGSNYFGABS GKAy3a G2 R2
tools wereinside the container. At least these hornets
were the native species and not the foreign invaddrse hornetsvere persistent as they were still hanging around
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on 11 Septembebut had got the message by thdOB weekend There the problemwere caused byniruders
leaving cigarette papers around the New &ier we had tidied up the site on thareviousWednesday

Work resumed in the Cornish Engine House on the f
work party after the HOE) despite the forecast of rain| 3
showers. They did arrive but were not long enough
heavy enough to force a switch theé under croftg see
below. The makeup of the spoilremoved from the
condenser pit has changed and ngaentains many piece
of limescale. Some appear to have been formed aro
pipes Other pieceswere formed on a flasurface and an
example of tlis typecan be seen in the photo on the righ
¢ KA & Yé tHRolseale has a series miised strips
running across it. They have the appearance of a sc
gouged into a wooden surface, as the gaps between
four strips on the right are the saméot that the markings

would have been much usghen buriedundera covering ofimescale. At first sight one of the pieces of curved
limescale appeared to have been deposited diarge diameter pipe, but later work confirmed the diameter as
MHE ® ¢ K A diaméateéras in&n$ oth@rlpiec®s of limescalat we have found

The top half of a bearing appeared on 16 October (phcta
right, 5 mm scale)lt measures 3¢ 2% ¥ M Yy R
have fitted a shaft about’Z Ay R Wk haG st toJ
work out what piece of equipmenit came from.

We also uncover what appears to be a pipe clip fixed t
the bob wall of the condenser pit at the same work part
Its position has been marked with an arrow in the phbto
and photos6-7 show it as the covering stones werg
removed. Overall it measuredv4 E o0¢ E
central slotwas™1¢ @A RS ® WEK SRNABE YB3 |
drilled through both of thearms at right angles to the slot
whichcan be seen in phot8.

Another find was a piece of pottery that appears to be fro
the same mug as reported in the previous® (R4)
newsletter as it has a similar style of decorat{amddle of
photo 9). A third piece of he mug was found at a late
work party(photo right 5 mm scalkand proved to be the
key to the mysteryas to what the mug commemorated
This latestpiece carried the inscripti@¥PHEIRMORONXQ
andon another lined 2QW g A G K g KI G figg?
LI NI 2 T2QIoRBDKIONRIdA R 6 S LI
some research confirmed thahé coronation of George
and Queen Mary took place on 22 June 19We are
confidentthat the mug was a coronation souvers the
picture on the first fragment was that of Queen Mawll three piecegan be seen in phot, with the latest item
on the right. It still does not explain why the mug came to behia Cornish Engine House.

Asomewhat worn Victorian 1859 6d piea@s foundn spoil from the Cornish Engine HouBeotographs will have
to wait until the next newsletter.

After the HODJeffcontinuedto build the railingsrunning alonghe edge of he platform outside the southvest
wall of the Cornish Engine HouskEle has now completed all the railings for the area between the steps and the
southreastern end of the platform (photd2).
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There was more work in the underoft of the Horizontal Engine House during one rainy work party in Augisst.
this is undercover it is a suitable job fauch weather For those working in the under croft that is, the people
moving spoil to the dump or on other outside taskayhavea different opinion.Rubble was removed from along
the full length of the soutkeast passage, uncoverimghat was thought at first to &a pit in the eastern corner of
the building (photal3). Further exploration was put on hold for the next wet Work partyand then there were
two in successio one atthe end ofOctoberandone at
the beginning of NovemberSooil clearanceextended the
pit in the eastern corneinto a trench running along the
north-eastern wall This uncovered an arched openin
with a metal pipe running through the wdjbhoto right).
We will now have to find out if this pipe connectgiwihe
one found outside the alcove at the end of the sout|
western wall of the Cornish Engine House. This night
the steam feed to thédorizontal Engine House, as we ha
not found any otheropeningsfor feed pipes. In true
Brandy Bottomfashion,the discussion 6 2 dzii (i K
significance®d2 y (1 A y dzSa X

The work force varies in size, with a core group of Hamish KimffMark, Mick and myself, joined when they are
able byBob,Martin, Neil, Peter,SteveG, SteveH, and Tim and his sons. A thank yowtl of them for their efforts
in both the dry and the wetveather.

Heritage Open Days
Brandy Bottomwas open to the public on 14 and 19 -
September as part of th2019HODBs series of eventsThe | 4
photo on the right shows onur party on top of the Old {3
Pit heapstead, withSteve, its guidestanding near the [§
edge. Theestimate of a45-minute long guided touwas a §
tad optimistic, as 60ninuteswas closerto the markfor
manyof themand even hat was done at a gallopNVe had s %
a total of182visitors,1000n Saturday an@2 on Sunday, | .

compared to the 2018 figures of134, 51 and 83, %

weekend

The model of the Cornish Engine House made its first
appearance, as did the revisedisplay panels on
conservation at Brandy BottonThe @rnishEngineHouse [
model can be seein the photo on the right, with the [Fi
GoSaidSNyé 02 NY S NHamigh haskngadel
some additions to the model, in the form of the steq
outside the southwest wall, and a rocking beam and pu
rod. The steps can be clearly seethimphoto, but it is not
S0 easy to spot the beanPhoto19 gives a slightly better|,
viewofit. I €t 0 Q&4 62NJ] 6 3a LINE REpes
plastic, a luxury that Hamish has not been able to use
his additions. The Cornish Engine House ded is at the
same scale as the New Pit heapstead, so it should be
possible to integrate them both into a single site model at some date in thetemgfuture. The updated display
panelsnearly missed the evengs they were only collected frothe printers the day before the firsof the open
days. There was room foonly two ofthe Parkfield photos giveto usthe previous yeaon them, so thecomplete
setof 10featured on a separate ASized sheetlt was a chance for visitors to see all the phatosneplace albeit
at a smaller size than the original€opies of the artworlof all the current display panelgan be found in the
NI yReé .20G2Y aSOGA2y 2F GKS !L.¢Qa ¢gSo0aAridsSo

-
i
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No sooner has one HOD finished than the planning starts for the next one. This takes the form of a review of wha
could be donébetter, so thatthere is not dastminute rush to do things before the next HODhe 202Gvent will

take place onthe indifdzl f f 201 GA2y Qa OK2AOS 27T ARthedmdmedtiSldoksBSify M v
it will be 12 and 13 Septembérr Brandy Bottom

Visitor Access, Future Work Parties , and Joining In

At presentvisitor access to the site is limited to days wheeth is a work party in progresst is usually possible
to give small groups a guided tour during the work parfleg I -uptoin tENdaY o thaligh dhiscannot be
guaranteedas it depends on there beirgnoughvolunteers presentSpecial arrangemés can be made for parties
of 10 or morepeopleby making contact through our email addressrdgb@aibt.org

The dates fowork partiesfor the restof 2019 are:
Saturday23 November, Saturday7, Wednesday 1Becember.

The dates for work parties in 2020 are:

Saturday 04, Wednesday 15, Saturday 25 Januaatyirday 01, Wednesday 12, Saturday 22 Februaayurday

07, Wednesday 18, Saturday 28 MarSaturday 04, Wednesday 15, Saturday 25 Apailurday 09, Wedrsday

20, Saturday 30 Maysaturday 06, Wednesday 17, Saturday 27 ;J8awrday 04, Wednesday 15, Saturday 25
July Saturday 01, Wednesday 12, Saturday 22 Ay@attirday 05, Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 (Heritage Open
Days- Provisional), Wednesday 23 Septber, Saturday 03, Wednesday 14, Saturday 24 Octdbaturday 07,
Wednesday 18, Saturday 28 Novenmt&aturday 05, Wednesday 16 December

Please note that work partiesnd their starting and finishing timesiay be altered at short noticeThenominal
opening times are between 1B0am and3 pm, but these timings are ndixed so we may start later aridr finish
earlier. Because of this,awcomerswho would like to join a work partgr pay a visiare advised to first make
O2y il OG @email ddérés dhfb@atbrg Youngsterseither as visitors or as part of a working party,
must always be accompanied by a responsible adult

At presentthere is only a small team working othe conservation, so @wcomers are welcome to pay a visit and

see if they would like to join inThe work varies, sometimes excavating spoil mardingboth the buried objects

and the structures that have been revealeat others rebuilding and repointinpasonrywalls Any major
rebuilding required, such as the work on the chimney and the edges of the heapsteads is done by contract masons
Other tasks includ&eeping the vegetation under controlf you would like ¢ find out more about work partiest

Brandy Bottom please contact us by emailiafo@aibt.org

There is a location map on a dedicated page of the websiter.aibt.org together wth directionson howto reach
the site. This pagean be found bwsinga link on the maiBrandy Bottom project page.

Information on Website

There are cos of allearliernewsletters on the Archive page of the websitew.aibt.org There is érief history
of the pitandreports on work partieson other pages, as well aound500 photographs othe buildings, work
parties,artefacts and structures discovered, and the wildflowers and insects.
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Photographs (August z November 2019)
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Photo1 ¢ Jeff and Hamish working on a temporary rebuild at the Photo4 ¢ Closeup of a hornet at the base of the container. It is
top of the steputside the southwest wall of the Cornish Engine resting on a2¥£  E¢ platform, which gives an idea dhe

Housebefore the HODs K 2 Nystzé Q

Ko ‘ il Sl ‘
Photo?2 ¢ The nest the hornets built against one of the doors of Photo5 ¢ The position of the pipe clipn the bob wall ofthe
the storage container. They had to be removed by spraying as  Cornish Engine House has been marked with an arrow. (See

they objected to sharing the space withmans. comments @ p.g)

Photo3 ¢ Oncemost of the hornets had succumbed, the door Photo6 ¢ Closeup of the pipe clipsticking out of the bob wall of

could be opened. This broke the outer shell of the nest, givinga the Cornish Engine Houdgefore the covering stones were
glimpse of the interior structureOne of thesurvivinghornetscan removed.

be seen flying in front of the honeycomb.
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Photo7 ¢ The stones have been removed and a 5cm x 5cm
placed on the clip.

scale

holethat runsthroughboth arms.

Photo8 ¢ View of the side of the clip, showing the ¢ RA I Y S

Photo9 ¢ The three fragments of the decorated mug found in the
condenser pit of the Cornish Engine House, with the latest on the

right. (5 mm graduated scale) (See comments @h p.

Page6

Photo10¢ Hamish takest easy when repointinghe brickwork
by the entrance to Pumping Shaft passage.

Bhigtb 11 ¢ Jeff working on the railings outside the Cornish Engine
House, helped by Hamish.

Photo12 ¢ The completed railings at the souttastern end of the
platform outside the Cornish Engine House at the beginning of
November.
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